 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday School Bible Study.
Christ Absolves the World by His Resurrection from the Dead.
A.  Christ’s Resurrection Absolved the World.
“Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.”

Romans 4:25.

Now, then, if the Father raised Christ from the dead, He, by this glorious resurrection act, declared that the sins of the whole world are fully expiated, or atoned for, and that all mankind is now regarded as righteous before His divine tribunal.  This gracious reconciliation and justification is clearly taught in Rom. 4:25:  “”Who was delivered for our offenses and was raised again for our justification.”  This truth Dr. Walther stressed anew in America.  He taught that the resurrection of Christ from the dead is the actual absolution pronounced upon all sinners. ... Calov1, following Gerhard2, rightly points out the relation of Christ’s resurrection to our justification as follows:  “Christ’s resurrection took place as an actual absolution from sin. ... As God punished our sins in Christ, upon whom He laid them and to whom He imputed them, as our bondsman, so He also, by the very act of raising Him from the dead, absolved Him from our sins imputed to Him, and so He absolved also us in Him.”3 

B.  Christ’s Resurrection from the dead Absolves of sin and saves.
“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience4 toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ... .”5   I Peter 3:21.

	1“Calov, Abraham. B. 1612; studied in Koenigsberg and Rostock; ...  He was the staunchest champion of strict Lutheranism of his age, against Romanism, Calvinism, and syncretism. The number of his writings is almost incredible. Foremost of his works is his Biblia Illusirata, 4 vols., in refutation of the commentaries of Grotius. ... D. of apoplexy at Wittenberg, 1686.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 105, s.v. Calov, Abraham.


	2“Johann Gerhard (1582-1637) has rightly been classified the ‘third preeminent theologian after Luther and Chemnitz.’ ...  However, while Gerhard is best remembered for his great dogmatics, the Loci Theologici, Gerhard produced a number of devotional volumes and preach [sic] many sermons to the ‘common man.’  The sermons in this volume were apparently preached when Gerhard was 31 years old and already superintendent at Heldburg and a Doctor of Divinity.”  Foreword from Seven Christmas Sermons, tr. Elmer M. Hohle, ed. David O. Berger, Decatur:  The John Gerhard Institute, first printing, November 1996.


	3Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 321.


	4“The Greek word for ‘answer’, as is universally accepted, has in forensic language become a technical term for ‘agreement’.  Contained in the original meaning of the word was the fact that the signing of an agreement began with the question:  ‘Do you solemnly promise?’  This was eventually lost in idiomatic usage so that by this word as legal expression the Greek came to think only of the legal stipulation itself.  And this meaning fits admirably in our passage, the only one in which the word is found in the New Testament.  Baptism is the stipulation, or, to say with Luther, ‘the covenant of a good conscience’ in relation to or with God.  Baptism cleanses the conscience from sin and its guilt, generates a good conscience which looks up to God joyfully and confidently, standing in union and communion with God.  On the basis of this passage from Peter we commonly speak of the baptismal covenant.  Cremer’s explanation keys in with this:  ‘The claim, the title, which a good conscience has to God.’”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Lectures on the First Epistle of St. Peter, tr. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, pp. 165, 166.


	5I Peter 3:21.





